 PAST TENSES
Past tenses                                                       Present Tenses                                                   Future Tenses

By Past Tenses we mean:
1. Simple Past
2. Past Continuous 
3. Past Perfect
4. Past Perfect Continuous
1. Simple Past
How to form 
The past simple of regular verbs is typically formed by adding -ed, just –d or –ied  to the end of the verb (e.g. “talk” becomes “talked”). 
Irregular verbs don’t follow a specific pattern: some take the same form as the infinitive (e.g. “put”), while others change completely (e.g. “go” becomes “went”)
When to use
· for an action or series of actions that started and were completed at a specific point in the past.
e.g. I graduated in 2007.
· past habits
e.g. We called her every day.
· sequential actions
e.g. We visited a museum, walked the Champs-Élysées, and dined at a fancy restaurant.
2. Past Continuous
How to form
The past progressive is formed using the past tense of the auxiliary verb “be” (e.g. “was/were”) along with the present participle (“ing” form) of a main verb (e.g. “I was thinking”).
When to use
· to refer to an action that was ongoing at a time in the past.
e.g. We were walking our dogs last night. 
· an ongoing action interrupted by another action
e.g. They were listening to music when the doorbell rang.
· two actions taking place simultaneously (ταυτόχρονα) 
e.g. I was gardening while it was raining.
  mini note
“While” is typically used before a past progressive form and “When” is typically used before a past simple form.
3. Past Perfect
How to form
The past perfect is formed using “had” along with the past participle of the main verb (e.g. “I had run”). All verbs in the past perfect tense take this form regardless of the subject (e.g. “she had known”, “we had known”).
 When to use
· to refer to a past action that occurred before another past action. 
e.g. Kora and Jill had worked together for years before they became friends.
· to talk about time up to a certain point in the past
e.g. We had lived in that house for six years.
· in conditional sentences to talk about an unreal past event and its hypothetical consequence 
e.g. If you had asked me, I would have picked you up.
4. Past Perfect Continuous
How to form
The past perfect continuous tense is formed using had been + present participle (e.g. “had been drinking”). The emphasis is on the duration (διάρκεια).
When to use
· to show that an action that started in the past continued up until another time in the past. 
e.g. Martha had been walking three miles a day before she broke her leg. 
Using the past perfect continuous before another action in the past is a good way to show cause and effect.
e.g. Jason was tired because he had been jogging.

  mini note
When, for, since, and before are words that you may see used alongside the past perfect continuous tense.
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