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CRETE- Α PARADISE ON EARTH WHERE MYTHS MEET REALITY

Crete was the name of one of the nymphs of the Hesperides. According to another myth, Crete was the name of the wife of Ammon, the god of Egypt. Others, however, say that Crete took its name from Cres, who was the son of Zeus. Crete, according to mythology, is the homeland of Zeus. When he was born, his mother, Rhea, hid him in a cave to save him from his father, Cronus, who had a mania for eating his children. 

 Crete is the largest and most populous island in Greece, the second largest in the Eastern Mediterranean after Cyprus and the fifth largest in area of ​​the Mediterranean: a unique island with over 1000 km. of coastline. It consists of four prefectures of Chania, Rethymno, Heraklion and Lassithi. It is a charming place that offers everything you can dream of to the utmost. It is an important part of the economy and cultural heritage of Greece, preserving its own cultural elements. Most residents speak the Cretan dialect, which is considered the longest-lived Greek dialect.

Due to its strategic location, it has been a crossroads of peoples and cultures, a target of conquerors and a key passage for Minoans, Mycenaeans, Ottomans Arabs and Venetians, who left a rich cultural legacy on the island.

Beaches with crystal clear waters, imposing mountains, great museums and ancient settlements, brightly colored murals, impressive caves and gorges , known since prehistoric times, mild climate, enchanting coasts with modern hotels, charming hinterland with picturesque villages, traditions, warm hospitality and excellent local cuisine. This is our Crete. An island, a very interesting history, full of battles for freedom (against all its conquerors, from Venetians to Turks and Germans) and creation (the Minoan civilization flourished here).

Archaeological findings prove the presence of man in Crete at least 8,000 years ago.

The Minoan civilization is believed to be the first European civilization and has contributed to the development of Classical Greece, which makes the history of Crete unique, with its main centers being Knossos, Phaistos, Malia and Zakros.

The Minoan civilization developed during the 3rd and 2nd millennia BC in Crete. It took its name from the mythical king of Knossos, Minos. It came to light in the early 20th century with the excavations of Arthur Evans at Knossos. The numerous, exquisite art finds from the palace of Knossos, vases, utensils, figurines, the Linear B tablet archive, as well as the originals of the wall paintings, are kept in the Archaeological Museum of Heraklion, one of the most important museums in the world. 

In literature, Cretan writers have contributed much, the best known being Vitsentzos Cornaros, who wrote "Erotokritos" in the 17th century, Nikos Kazantzakis, one of the most famous Greek writers, and the Nobel Prize-winning poet Odysseus Elytis.

The island is also known for its traditional music, the characteristic instruments of which are primarily the Cretan lyre and the lute.

Crete is a place of surprises and contrasts, hovering between myth and reality.

Heraklion

Heraklion is the largest urban center of Crete, the capital of the region and the economic center of the island. The city is also the commercial and scientific center of the island. It occupies a strategic geopolitical position in the southeastern Mediterranean basin, connecting three continents and many different cultures.

The city of Heraklion is the largest city in Crete and the fourth most populous city in the country. Built on the north coast of the island overlooking the Cretan Sea, it seems to be protected by the old Venetian walls, the most important monument left by the Venetian occupation, which indicate the city's adventurous past.

History connects the place with antiquity and Europe. To Crete, according to Greek mythology, Zeus, the father of the gods, brought the beautiful young virgin Europa with whom he was in love. Their romantic union yielded their son, Minos, whose name was borrowed by all the kings of Crete, as well as its historical civilization. During the Minoan times, Heraklion was probably the port of Knossos, the cradle of the Minoan civilization (2000-1450 BC).

The most important landmarks in the history of the city of Heraklion are the following:

During the 9th century AD In the 14th century, the Arabs conquered Crete and founded a new city on the site of Heraklion, which they called the Castle of Chandax.

The name Chandax is still used by many residents of the city of Heraklion. During the 14th century, the city fell into the hands of the Venetians. The Venetian period lasted four and a half centuries and was a period of great progress for the city in terms of development in areas such as trade, architecture, literature and art in general. The world-famous painter Domenicos Theotokopoulos (El Greco) was born in Heraklion where he initially worked. Many Venetian monuments still exist in Heraklion, such as the old walls that surround the old part of the city, the fortress at the city's port (Koules), the Loggia, the Morozini fountain, etc.

After the siege of the city of Heraklion by the Turks (which began in 1648 and lasted for 25 years) the Venetians were forced to surrender the city to the Turks.

In 1898 the island of Crete regained its autonomy from the Ottoman Empire and in 1912 it was united with Greece.

Today's Heraklion is a modern, bustling city full of movement and life. An active and diverse city. It offers good food and intense entertainment, has monuments and great museums, attractions, services and University Schools that always keep it at the center of Crete.
A walk in the city……

Next to the modern port of Heraklion, the visitor can admire what is left of the small picturesque port that today operates as a marina and the imposing medieval Fortress of Koule or Rocca al Mare (= fortress of the sea)

On the coastal avenue we can still see the domed Venetian Neoria (elongated buildings where ships were repaired)

One of the most beautiful spots in Heraklion is the square with the church of Agios Titos.(Saint Titos) Next to it is the Venetian Armory (Armeria) and the Club or Loggia that houses the Town Hall and has a facade on the impressive 25th August Street. It was a club of the Duke and officials and it is worth noting the coats of arms, trophies, metopes and arcades of the 14th century.

Above is the magnificent Basilica of Saint Mark of the Venetians, which today houses the Municipal Gallery where periodic art exhibitions and various cultural activities are held.

Opposite the Basilica of Saint Mark is the famous Lions Square, the "navel" of Heraklion, filled with café-bars, where you can try the famous bougatsa (= a pie usually filled with cream or cheese) restaurants and shops. With its characteristic point, the Morosini fountain with the 4 lions from which water gushes, it is the emblem of the city.

100 meters from the square rises St. Catherine of Sinai (intellectual and artistic center from the 15th to the 17th century, which today functions as an exhibition space) and near it stands the Metropolitan Church of St. Minas, patron saint of the city.

On the walls

Walking on the walls you will enjoy panoramic views of the city and the sea. Paths have been laid out along most of them and there are benches for resting. The Venetian walls, which still delimit the old city today, were a marvel of engineering and because of them Heraklion emerged as the most well-fortified city in the Mediterranean. They were built to the designs of the famous Venetian engineer, Michele Sanmicheli, and took more than 100 years to complete. They are 3 km long, have 4 gates and 7 bastions. Thanks to them, the city withstood the siege of the Turks for 25 years, who finally captured it in 1669, after the betrayal of a Venetian engineer who gave them a nightcap through a secret entrance. In modern times, the walls have been repaired in various phases.

In order to learn about the history of the city throughout all time periods, the achievements and the lifestyle of its inhabitants, one only has to visit its museums and see the treasures on display up close.

Many findings from different time periods and from different parts of Crete can be admired in the showcases of the Archaeological Museum, one of the most important museums in the world, where the treasures from the palace of Knossos hold a special place.

The Historical Museum with its diverse collections offers the visitor a journey through time from the first centuries after Christ to the present day.

At the Museum of the Battle of Crete and National Resistance, the visitor can see collected relics from the glorious period in the history of the place 1941-1945.

Finally, a completely different exhibition, but equally important and interesting, can be seen at the Natural History Museum where representative specimens of the flora and fauna of Crete are exhibited.

(PGI)   MODEL HIGH SCHOOL OF HERAKLION

Our school was founded in 1980 and is housed in a building of the Hellenic Mediterranean University just outside Heraklion. It operates with 10 classes of students who are admitted through exams. There are cooperation protocols with the University of Crete for student internships and collaboration in research programs.

Our school operates special interest excellence groups in which students participate and are introduced to a variety of cognitive subjects beyond the academic curriculum. Responding to its role as a school of excellence, it participates in local, national and European competitions and programs, wins distinctions and awards, carries out actions and programs of multiple and different interests and content. The school promotes creativity and innovation with the participation of teachers in the production of high-demand projects.

 The school staff has high formal qualifications.

Over the last 10 years, our school has shown steady qualitative growth and recognition by the local community.

