STATE VERBS

Some verbs in English are called State verbs. They are mostly used in the Present Simple (very rarely in the Present Continuous).

State verbs are:

like, love, dislike, hate, prefer, adore, want

see, hear, smell, taste, feel, sound, look

believe, think, know, understand, realise 

be, have, belong, include, contain, own, need

Examples:

1. Do you understand what I’m saying?      (never: Are you understanding X)

2. He thinks that the trip to London is a great idea.

3. She loves playing the guitar.

4. He has two older brothers and a younger sister. 

5. They hate doing homework.

Sometimes we use State verbs in the Present Continuous but there is a change in the meaning.

1. She is having breakfast at the moment. (= τρώω)

2. He is having a shower right now. (= κάνω)
3. They are having a party. (= κάνω)

4. It looks as if it’s going to rain. (= φαίνεται)   BUT 

    He is looking out of the window. (= κοιτάζω, βλέπω).

All the other verbs are called action verbs. They can be used in the Present Simple and in the Present Continuous (no difference in meaning).

He drives to work every day. 

He is driving to work right now.  

She plays tennis with her best friend at the weekend.

She is playing tennis with her sister today. 
