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Books vocabulary
A. Put each of the following words in its correct place below.
	volume         publication     whodunit     hardback     best seller   
  thriller     copy     edition     manuscript     proofs     paperback



1. You can see the original……………..of Hamlet in the museum in Shakespeare’s own writing.
2. Before a book is sent to be printed, the author must check the…………….
3. Where is ………………three of this set of encyclopaedias?
4. The new government report on agricultural statistics is a very interesting ………………
5. Have you got a ……………..of Graham Greene’s Brighton Rock?
6. This book costs €12 but that’s the ………….price. The………….costs only €6.20.
7. His first three novels didn’t sell very well, but his fourth was a …………….. and made a fortune.
8. The book has already been selling well for five years. Now the publishers are going to bring out a new……………..with illustrations.
9. She likes to relax by reading a …………..about spies or crime.
10. Agatha Christie wrote some of the most fascinating…………….I always enjoy guessing who the murderer is.

B. Ways of reading
	skip     look up     browse    read from    skim     dip into    wade through   
 cover to     flip through      refer to       peruse      cover



1. I spend a lot of time in bookshops. I don’t often buy books. I just……………
2. If I come to a boring bit in a book, I just………………a few pages till the real story starts again.
3. I’ll………………his number in the phone-book.
4. When I give my presentation, I will probably have to………………..my notes.
5. Of course an encyclopaedia is not a book you………….. You just …………..it for things that interest you.
6. I never liked history at school.  I found it very hard to……………..all that boring stuff about wars and revolutions.
7. We have requested our lawyers to ………………the document with the greatest care to decide whether it’s legal or not.
8. Some people have the ability to……………..a page, which means to read it very quickly, just taking in the main points.
9. I sometimes……………….a magazine in a newsagent’s but I don’t usually buy one.



C. Answer the questions below from the following list of parts of a book.

	acknowledgements    blurb     key     glossary     appendix     contents     footnotes
chronology    dedication     frontispiece     index     bibliography



In what part of a book would you look to find……
1……..answers to exercise questions?
2………who supplied the photographs or helped with special research?
3……..quickly what the book is about?
4……..meanings of foreign or technical expressions used in the text?
5……..on what page a person, place or event is mentioned?
6……..if the book was written for a particular person?
7……..extra information about something mentioned in the main text?
8……..what other books have been written on the same subject?
9……...a picture of the author or the subject of the book?
10. …..how the book is organized in chapters?
11…….a convenient list of the dates and events of the period covered in the book?

D. Book idioms
	You can’t judge a book by its cover    bookworm    read the fine print    read my lips    an open book    hit the books    to read between the lines      book smart   be in someone’s good books     to cook the books     to have your nose in the books          by the book      to take something as read      to throw a book at someone



1.    I always have my lawyer read over my work contracts. I pay him to ________________ for me.
2.    Jane is very shy, she dresses conservatively, and she keeps to herself most of the time at school, but I saw her out at a club this past weekend and she was really partying. It just goes to show, ______________________.
3.    James has been a ____________________ since he was a young boy. He started reading at age 5 and has never been without a book since.
4.    ___________________, when I say you have to home by 10:00pm, I mean it! If you can’t follow the rules, you can’t go out with your friends anymore.
5.    It is time to ______________________ and get ready for our English final on Friday.
6.    I know Jill so well she is like _________________ to me; I know when she is happy, sad, or mad without her saying a word.
7.   Sure she’s______________but she can’t even cook a potato!

E. Now choose two of the idioms in the box above and make a funny cartoon or picture.
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