Muzon’s Story. A Teenage Refugee
Champions Girls’ Education

Muzon is a strong supporter of girls' education in Jordan's refugee camps. People call her Syria's Malala.

When Muzon's family left the war in Syria in early 2013, they thought about leaving her behind. She was 14 and studying hard for her exams. Her aunt wanted her to stay and finish school. But her father decided it was too dangerous, so she went with him and her siblings to Jordan. "She can catch up on school, but you can't get back your life," said her father, Abu Mohammed, when I met them in Jordan's Azraq camp.

Education has always been important to Muzon. Her parents were teachers in Syria, and her aunt and uncle were head teachers. "I didn't need them to tell me that education is important. I always just felt it," she says. "Our house was built by an engineer. When I was sick, I went to a doctor. Education is everything."

Now 17, Muzon continues to believe strongly in education. She keeps studying in Jordan and speaks out for education among Syrian refugees, especially girls. People compare her to Malala, the Nobel Prize winner from Pakistan. Muzon has met Malala several times and considers her a friend. "She taught me that no matter what problems I face, I can overcome them."

Before the war, Muzon had a normal life in Syria with friendly neighbours and relatives. "I'm not saying I was a queen in Syria. We had problems, good things and bad things, but it was like any normal life," she says.

Their home in Izra was near a military base often attacked, trapping them in the fighting. They couldn't stand it anymore and went to Jordan, first staying in Za'atari camp. They didn't know what to expect, and the change was hard. In Syria, Muzon and her three siblings each had their own room. Now, they all shared one tent for sleeping, cooking, and washing.

Luckily, there were schools in the camp. Muzon took summer classes to learn the new Jordanian curriculum and passed her exams. As she continued school, she saw many students, especially girls her age, stop attending. She heard about a girl selling her schoolbooks and convinced her to return to school. This started her campaign for education.

"After that, I began speaking up for education anytime and anywhere. To my friends, their parents, neighbours, or even girls I met in the street," she says. She also fights against the belief that marrying young is best for girls in the camps. "When I hear of people not letting their daughters go to school or marrying them off early, it makes me angry," she says. "Education protects you in life. If you marry before finishing school, you won't solve your problems or teach your children."

When I meet Muzon in Azraq, where her family moved a year ago, it's hard to imagine her going door-to-door urging parents to send their daughters to school. But during our interview, her eyes become intense, and her voice rises with passion. Khaled Hosseini, a UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador, called her "indomitable," and it's clear why.

She faces opposition: "Some people refuse to listen. They think, 'Why should we listen to her? She's my child's age.' But I don't let it discourage me. It makes me want to talk to more people."

Her friendship with Malala gives her a role model and raises her profile. She meets other important visitors to Azraq and knows the importance of spreading her message. "As one person, I can convince people to go to school, but I can't build schools or provide teachers. We need help from the international community, so I need to get the message out."

When I praise her achievements despite her age and tough situation, she brushes it off. "Of course, I have tried to turn this experience into a positive one," she says. "Being a refugee doesn't have to ruin your life. Many successful people have gone through hard times."

Education gives Muzon's life in exile a new purpose, and her simple message is that it can and should do the same for every young refugee.

Circle the correct answer.

1. What did Muzon's family initially think about when they left Syria?
a. Leaving Muzon behind to finish her schooling
b. Applying for refugee status in another country
c. Moving to a different region of Syria to escape the war
d. Bringing all their belongings with them to Jordan

2. What was Muzon's primary motivation for advocating for girls' education in the refugee camp?
a. Ensuring her own education was not disrupted
b. Wanting to follow in the footsteps of Malala Yousafzai
c. Observing many of her peers, especially girls, dropping out of school
d. Believing that education is the key to a better life for refugees

3. How did Muzon's living situation change when her family moved to the refugee camp in Jordan?
a. They had to share a single room for all their daily activities
b. They were no longer able to access the educational opportunities
c. They lost contact with their extended family and close friends
d. They had to adjust to a completely new culture and language


4. What impact has Muzon's friendship with Malala Yousafzai had on her advocacy efforts?
a. It has provided her with financial resources to support refugee schools
b. It has given her a platform to share her message with a wider audience
c. It has allowed her to travel and meet with influential leaders and policymakers
d. It has enabled her to collaborate directly with Malala on education projects

5. What is the primary message that Muzon tries to convey through her activism?
a. That education is a fundamental human right, even for refugees
b. That the international community must do more to support refugee education
c. That girls in refugee camps should be prioritised for educational opportunities
d. That being a refugee does not have to limit one's dreams and aspirations

6. How does Muzon's determination to continue her education despite the challenges suggest her character?
a. She is stubborn and unwilling to compromise
b. She is resilient and able to overcome difficulties
c. She is overly ambitious and unrealistic in her goals
d. She is dependent on the support of her family and community

7. What is the main similarity drawn between Muzon and Malala Yousafzai in the passage?
a. They both come from war-torn regions and face similar challenges
b. They are both young female advocates for girls' education
c. They have both received international recognition for their work
d. They share a personal friendship and collaborate closely on advocacy


Correct Answers:
1a
2c
3a
4b
5a
6b
7b
