STRANGE FRUIT (Billie Holliday)
Southern trees bear a strange fruit
________________ on the leaves and ________________ at the root
Black bodies swinging in the southern ___________________
Strange fruit _____________________ from the poplar trees

Pastoral scene of the gallant ____________________
The bulging eyes and the twisted ____________________
Scent of magnolias, sweet and ____________________
Then the sudden smell of burning ____________________

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck
For the __________________ to gather, for the wind to suck
For the ___________________ to rot, for the trees to drop
Here is a strange and ___________________ crop

Comprehension questions: 
1. Why is it that Southern trees bear the "strange fruit"?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2. What is the theme of the song? Is it clearly stated or implied? Which of the two is making it more powerful?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
3. Why would Time Magazine select “Strange Fruit” as the song of the century in 1999?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...


