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[bookmark: _GoBack]        Strange Fruit         (by Lewis Allen / Sung by Billie Holliday, 1937)
Southern trees bear strange fruit,
Blood on the leaves and blood at the root,
Black bodies swinging in the Southern breeze,
Strange fruit hanging from the poplar trees.

Pastoral scene of the gallant South,
The bulging eyes and twisted mouth,
The scent of magnolias, sweet and fresh,
Then the sudden smell of burning flesh.

Here is a fruit for the crows to pluck,
For the rain to gather, for the wind to suck,
For the sun to rot, for the trees to drop,
Here is a strange and bitter crop.

Comprehension questions: 
1. Why is it that Southern trees bear the "strange fruit"?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2. What is the effect of the contrast made between the "gallant South" and the South which bears strange fruit? 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. What is the theme of the song? Is it clearly stated or implied? Which of the two is making it more powerful?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Extension questions:
1. Why would Time Magazine select “Strange Fruit” as the song of the century in 1999?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

2. Discuss whether or not the song might have had an impact on racism in the '30s. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. Can you think of any current songs that are about social or political issues? Are there any social or political songs that have affected and moved you to new awareness of a problem or into social action?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

4. Write lyrics for a song on a current social/political issue that you think is important. You can work individually or in two-person song-writing teams.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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