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1st Year English Class 

Teacher: Amalia Chompi 

 School Year: 2023-24 

 

Name: ………………………………………………………. Class: …………. Date: ……………………… 

 
Worksheet 8: C/B p. 31_A 

UNIT 3: On …duty 

Grammar (Past Tenses) 

Study the notes and then do the tasks that follow them. 
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Practice 

 

Task 1 

Put the verb given into the Past Simple or the Past Continuous. 

1. It _______________ (rain) heavily and a strong wind _______________ (blow). 
2. Tom and Ellen _______________ (get) married exactly a year ago. 
3. Yesterday at 6:00 my friends and I _______________ (play) music in my basement. 
4. _______________ Steve _______________ (study) hard when he 

_______________ (be) in college? 
5. Sara _______________ (take) the scissors and _______________ (cut) the ribbon 

on her present. 
6. Dennis _______________ (make) dinner when the doorbell _______________ 

(ring). 
7. The kids _______________ (not be) in bed when I _______________ (get) home 

from work last night. 
8. Ted _______________ (borrow) a couple of books from the library yesterday. 

 

Task 2 

Complete each sentence with a word from the list. 

since, while, soon, during, then, by, ago, last 

1. I was so tired that I fell asleep _______________ the movie. 
2. John felt better as _______________ as he had something to eat. 
3. My brother was playing the drums _______________ I was trying to talk on the 

phone. 
4. James finished university, and _______________ set up his own business. 
5. It’s been three years _______________ Martha graduated. 
6. They got their exam results _______________ Monday. 
7. Dinner was ready _______________ 7:00. 

 

Task 3 

Choose. 

1. By the end of the last lecture, the students were sitting/had been sitting in that 
room for more than four hours. 

2. When I arrived, Peter had already eaten/been eating half the food on his plate. 
3. Tracey bought a new coat after she had been giving/had given her old one away 

to a charity shop. 
4. Erin had run/been running around in the garden, so she was hot and tired. 
5. I hadn’t seen/wasn’t seeing Ian until he waved at me. 
6. By the time we had been getting/got home, the snow had stopped falling. 
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Task 4 

Put the verb given into the Past Simple or the Past Perfect Simple. 

1. Simon _______________ (not/be) in trouble before, so the police 
_______________ (let) him go with a warning. 

2. It _______________ (be) two years ago when the earthquake _______________ 
(hit) the town. 

3. When I _______________ (go) into the kitchen, there _______________ (be) no 
pizza left. The kids _______________ (eat) it all. 

4. It’s a long time since we last _______________ (see) each other. 
5. They _______________ (not/can) come for dinner because they 

_______________ (already/make) other plans.  
6. Gina _______________ (carry) on sleeping in the car as I _______________ (try) 

to change the flat tyre. 
7. We _______________ (not/realise) how late it _______________ (be) until 

Emma’s mum _______________ (come) round to pick her up. 
8. By the time the teacher _______________ (get) to the classroom, all of the 

students _______________ (arrive). 

 

Task 5 

Choose a, b or c. 

1. Abbie _______________ for the same company for twenty years when she 
retired. 
a. had been working  b. has worked    c. would work 

2. Jennifer _______________ really good at tennis when she was younger. 
a. was being  b. would be  c. used to be 

3. Mary was certain that her brother _______________ her phone on purpose the 
day before.  
a. used to break  b. was breaking  c. had broken 

4. I spoke to her _______________ a few minutes. 
a. since  b. during  c. for 

5. Kathy had returned home _______________ 11:00 and was in bed when her 
mum came to check on her. 
a. until  b. by  c. during 

6. As soon as Gary _______________ into the room, he knew his colleagues had 
been talking about him. 
a. was walking  b. had been walking  c. walked 

7. They _______________ for half an hour before the bus came. 
a. have waited  b. had been waiting  c. used to wait 

8. Chloe didn’t speak _______________ the teacher asked her a question. 
a. already  b. during  c. until 

 

What is wrong with each of the sentences below? 

a. Did you used to drive to work every day? 

b. When Carl was a teenager, he would live in Spain. 
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Task 6 

Tick (√) the correct sentences. Rewrite the words in colour to correct the other ones. 

1. The teacher was annoyed because the boys had been chatting during the lesson. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. The train has already left when we got to the station. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Ted got up, went downstairs and would start making breakfast. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Before he went to bed, Mark had been turning off all of the lights. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

5. It is five years when Joyce got her degree. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

6. Paul sold the car and his house. By then, he moved to the U.S. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task 7 

Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, 
using the word given. 

1. They had lunch together every day when they worked in the same building.   
used 
They ________________________________________ every day when they 
worked in the same building. 

2. That was the first time that Beth saw the sea.   never 
Beth ________________________________________ before. 

3. My parents set up their own business a decade ago.   since 
It ________________________________________ my parents set up their own 
business. 

4. She was still packing when we arrived.   finish 
She didn’t ________________________________________ after we had 
arrived. 

5. Luke thought films like that were very frightening when he was younger.   to 
When Luke was younger, he ________________________________________ by 
films like that. 

6. Time ran out before I could answer all of the questions.   still 
I was ________________________________________ time ran out. 

7. The twins only started to enjoy playing basketball after they joined that team.   
use 
Before the twins joined that team, they _________________________________ 
playing basketball. 

8. After an hour’s search, I found my history book.   looking 
I ________________________________________ for my history book for an 
hour before I found it. 


