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UNIT 3: On ...duty

Grammar (Time Clauses)

Study the notes and then do the tasks that follow them.
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They had booked
tickets before they
went (o the cinema.
They will go home
when the film is over

@ We use the following time conjunctions to
introduce ime clauses.

when - as - while - before - after - since - until/till -
whenever - as long as - by the time - as soon as -
the t that - no ...than - hardly ... when
- once - immediately - the first/last/next time etc.

€ When the time clause precedes the main clause, a
comma is used.
e.g. Whenever he is in town, he visits us.

time clause main clause

e — e A—
He visits us whenever he is in town

main clause time clause
i prd —_—
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Sequence of Tenses

4 Time clauses follow the rule of the sequence of
tenses. That is, when the verb of the main clause
is in a present or future form, the verb of the time
clause is in a present form. When the verb of the
main clause is in a past form, the verb of the time
clause is in a past form too.

Main clause Time clause
present / future / present simple or
Imperative present perfect
She takes off her shoes the moment that she gets
home.

I'll call you as soon as | get to my hotel.
Turn off the lights before you leave.

past simple / ’ past simple or
past perfect past perfect

He took a shower after he had finished painting the
room.

They had reserved a table before they went to the
restaurant.

A - . ‘ /
[Tne Gopjundicns =

€ ago - before

ago = before now
e.g. My parents got married twenty years ago.
(= twenty years belore now)

before = before a past time

e.g. Helen and Mike got married iast month.
They had met six months before. (= six months
before last month)

@ untilitill - by the time

untilAll = up to the time when

e.g. You must stay in the office until/till you finish/have
finished the report.
(= up to the time when you finish the report)
They'll be at their summer house until/till Sunday.
(= up to Sunday)

by the time + clause = not later than the moment

something happens

e.g | will have set the table by the time you come
home. (= before, not later than the moment you
come home)

by = not later than
e.g. I'll let you know my decision by Fnday (= not
later than Friday)

Note: a) not ... until/till
e.g. | won't have fhinished my work until/til/
before Thursday.
b) Both until/till and before can be used to
say how far away a future event is.
e.g. There's only one week until/till/before
my summer holhdays.

€ during - while/as

during + noun = in the time period
e.g. We Jeamnt several inleresting facts during the
lecture,

while/as + clause = in the time period
e.g. We learnt several interesting facts while/as we
were listening to the lecture.

@ when = (time conjunction) + present tense
e.g. We'll order some pizzas when our friends get here.

when = (question word) + will/'would
e.g. I'm not sure when tis next book will be published.



Practice

Fill in the gaps with by, until, white, before,
hardly ... whemn, g8 80o0n a5, when, as long as or

1
F oy the time.

1 You can keep thoge CDs for . a9 oag as . you like
2 lcantdo any washing ... the washing
machine = repaired.
3 We saw the amoke . ........owe lurnad into owr
street.
4 Wehad ..o gone o bed here
was a knock al the door
5 Sarah parked e car ... Paul dashed into
i Biank
& | have o linish these betters ... | cam beave
thie aMice.
T Wad hare et LB DECK
B lwas was.nlng I'I'Iy' halr v e phona rang.
8 Youmust be home ... eleven o'clock tomght
10 .. Sue reached the bank. it had closed
Put the verbs in brackets into the correct
2’ lense.
1 A | must 12l Steve the good news.

B: Don't worry. | 0 gall 1ell) him when | 8ee
[52e] ham.

2 A How did your tear your drass?

Bl sl ot asl (get)
ol of ther car

3 A Have you finished with the newspaper?

B: Almost. You can have i after | ... (read)
the Spors Sechan.

4 A ‘When will they annownce the reswhs?

B They ... (+nctla;nnoonce) them
wntid thay ... (mark) all the papars.

5 A When did you realse you had been burgled?
B | knaw i the mament | . darnive) homie
6 A You should be in bed by now,
B: | (o) 1o bed as soan as |
(hrush] this chapler
T A Has your boss ssgned the condract ye1?
B Mo I'monot swee when he e Sign) L
B A Have you spoken 1o Uncle John?
BroYes | - Aphane) hes befare |
R 1Ie-ave:| the house.
9 A Eln:l Wyowr Inenl:!s arganise a surprise pary for your
binhday?

B: Yes! Mo sooner ... [(llgpen) the door
tham all my fnends .. [purmp) cut 1o
SUFDrise ma!

10 & Do oyouw see Calhering wiry often?

B We meel whenewer she .. (have) he time
11 A Can | bossow your dictionary, please?

B You can have d once | (linish) with it
12 A Has Lee cleanad his room yet?

B: Mo bub he ol have done it by he tme BMum

{et) hame.

Underline the appropriate time phrases

3} and put the verbs into the correct tense,

-

1

Il call you while/the moment 1. a0t WIJ hame
Yo can visil me whenever il you | - -
[wrand] ko
Wi went lor a walk afteriuntil we
[eal) Dreakizst,
Once/Before he ..............ccoeeon. (rEad) the manual,
hie knew how 1o operate the maching.
| was doing the ironing during/while he
(wash) the car.
They didn't get married wurdilby the Hme they

. .. isave) enough monsy for thair hc-nuyn'num
I II erlB 1|::- you as soon asfimmediately | .
(hava] tha rasults,
I god ba the station tilljust as the train

[pull i)
We wan't move to a new house since/before the
CRIlGTEN ..o (lREVE) SCHOCI,

They had fixed the roof wntil'by the time John
. jcome] back.
Th-e- stude-nts l:.‘-l:ln t knoww wehen till the resulls
.. [Bnnounce].

each sentence with two to five

4 Complete
& words, including the word in bold,

AS 800N A% e woke wp, he umped aut of bed
moment  He jumped out of bed . fhe moment he

woke .. up
She did some research before she wrate her repart,
after She wrode her repart

. EOme research.
| had no soaner E'I"“EI"EG 1HE I'IDI.EE Il'lﬂl'l the |:I|'Il;ll'ﬁI rang.
hardly  IRad

. rhe |:.l'u:m.n,L rang
Siman hurt his l@g cimt:mg a free,
while Samon bk Bis kg Ainee
We can't go. We have toowait Tor the 2 1o arme
until Wecantgo ... B . Brmvees.
‘We opensd the gate. The dog ran towards us.
gooner  We had . R 111111

g Fan 1cmrar1:|s us,

The shoap will open & nine o'clock, The stall will have

COme in fo work by then,

time The stafl will have come in toowork
. . the shop opans

Migira l:u::ugm lhe ring I:H'ﬂ'g.l’ a1ter s.ha had made sure it

wats sobkd gold.

betore Moira made sure the nng was solid gosd

Her phorg card ran oul during b Conversation with

ar mother.

whila Her phana card ran ow PR

.. her mother.




