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Worksheet 15 

UNIT 4: Vincent Van Gogh 

Writing (Articles)1 

Task 1 

Read the following instructions, then decide what the purpose of each article is, and what 
kind of information should be included. 

1. You have been asked to write an article for your college magazine giving practical advice 
to students on how to keep up with the workload. Write your article for the magazine. 

2. The tourist information centre in your town has asked you to write an article for a 
brochure describing two places of interest in your area. Write your article for the 
brochure. 

3. A young people’s magazine has asked its readers to submit articles on the question: “Are 
young people being forced to grow up too fast?” Write your article for the magazine. 

4. The company you work for is looking for representatives in other countries and has 
asked you to write a profile of the company for a leaflet which will be distributed 
abroad. Write the profile for the leaflet. 

 

Task 2 

Read the instructions and the model below and insert the following words and 
phrases in the appropriate spaces. Some words/phrases can be used more than 
once. Next, complete the paragraph plan on the right. Is this a formal or informal 
article? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 V. Evans, Successful Writing Proficiency, 1998, last accessed on 15/01/2024 
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Task 3 

Read the extracts and say what kind of article each is taken from. What kind of 
publication might each appear in? Finallly, think of an appropriate title for each. 
 
A. The Hightree Leisure Centre is proud to announce the recent opening of its new 

extension, specialising exclusively in health and fitness for senior citizens - the Roxbury 
Annexe. Not only will our more mature customers find that Roxbury Annexe is designed 
for those who may be frustrated by structural hindrances such as steps and heavy doors, 
but they will also be able to take part in a wide range of activities geared purely towards 
their needs. 

B. Checking out the prices of new computers can be a pretty terrifying experience for the 
first-time buyer. Fortunately, there is another, less painful option. Due to the fact that 
“serious” computer operators regularly upgrade their machines, there is a thriving 
second-hand industry which, for us less fashion-conscious individuals, makes investing in 
a computer far less taxing on our bank accounts. However, before making your 
purchase, there are a number of things worth taking into account. 

C. When you think of the west coast of the United States, images of muscular surfers and 
glamorous Hollywood stars lolling on private beaches probably come to mind. However, 
the glorious Oregon coast is something altogether different. A combination of dramatic, 
rugged shoreline and miles of deserted, sandy beaches open to all makes the Oregon 
coast a unique experience. 

D. In a society where governments seem more and more impersonal and power seems to 
be in the hands of an elitist minority of decision-makers, how much influence does the 
average voter really have? The obvious answer may seem to be little or none, but I am 
firmly of the opinion that the voice of the voters still carries a great deal of weight as far 
as governmental decisions are concerned. Moreover, there are a number of facts to 
support this opinion. 

 

Task 4 

Read the following instructions and the model, and put the following subheadings in 
the appropriate spaces: Avoid Starting Again – A Question of Will-Power – 
Alternative Approaches – If You Need Help. Then fill in the paragraph plan. Finally, 
replace the underlined phrases with appropriate expressions from the list below. 

 
 

 



4 
 

 
 

 
 

Task 5 

Read the following instructions and the model below, then put the paragraphs in the 
correct order according to the paragraph plan on the right. 
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