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KOUTSOPODI -~~~

Koutsopodi (Koutcomdsi) is a big

village (or small town) in the Argolis
region of the Peloponnese, Greece,
with a character blending
agricultural tradition, history and

local community life.
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LOCATION

e Koutsopodi is about 7 km north of Argos,

situated in the plain of Argolis.

e |ts altitude is approximately 42-45 metres above sea level.
e Administratively, since the 2011 reform

(the “Kallikratis” plan), it is part of the municipality Argos-Mykines.

e Population: about 3.000 people in the community
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INTEGRATION -~

It would not be difficult for us to host some refugees in our village community.

Given that Tilos with about 500 inhabitants hosted 12 families, Koutsopodi,

which has about 3000 inhabitants, can certainly accept at least 72 families,

or about 432 refuges.
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DESCRIPTION -~~~

-a
Koutsopodi has several large areas of land, which can be filled with tents, ~dl

N

Plus, the climate is favorable for someone to live in our village and live a N ‘
N
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as well as all the necessities that people need to survive and live

as long as possible under good and humane conditions.

pleasant life, without need to constantly worry about conditions.
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BUSINESS

Agriculture remains the main economic activity of Koutsopodi, with the cultivation
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of citrus fruits and olive trees dominating the local landscape.
Building on this foundation, several business opportunities can be developed:
e Small processing and packaging units for the local goods

e Creation of a local product brand, emphasizing quality, origin, and authenticity. o

e Development of organic farming and producer cooperatives
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BUSINESS

The natural beauty and agricultural life of the area offer excellent

potential for agrotourism.
e Guesthouses and farm stays where tourists can take part in farm work,
like picking olives or oranges.

e Cooking and tasting events that show traditional Greek recipes.

e A local festival that celebrates food, music, and farming traditions every summe
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BUSINESS

Koutsopodi has a rich cultural identity that can be transformed

into creative business activity:
e Establishment of local museums or cultural centers focusing on village history.
e Expansion of the festival of Agia Kyriaki (7 July) into a larger cultural

e celebration attracting visitors from the wider region.




BUSINESS

Modern entrepreneurship in Koutsopodi can also focus on being

sustainable and modern.
e Investigation in solar energy or build greenhouses that use less energy.
e Creation of online shops in order to sell local products around the world.

e Operation of a shared workspace for young people who work online,

helping them stay and work in the village
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BUSINESS

Some businesses can also help the community:

e Opening of an educational farm where children learn about nature and farming.
e Organization of cultural and cooking lessons for locals and visitors.

e Creation of social projects that help older people or offer community services.




SCHOOLS ' ACT ~>

Schools can help refugees feel at home by making them feel truly welcome,

which involves being understanding of their culture and offering support

to learn the local language. It's also important to be aware that some

refugees might have experienced difficult things, so schools should be

gentle and supportive. Including refugee parents in school activities &)

helps everyone feel connected. Finally, holding events where

everyone can learn about different cultures helps all students ﬂ

understand and respect each other.




BENEFITS

There would be several potential benefits for the local community of Koutsopodi,

if refugees integrated our village. They might bring new skills and ideas, such

as specialized trades or entrepreneurial spirit, which could lead to new businesses

and job opportunities for everyone. Their arrival could also help the village's population
grow, keeping local shops, schools, and services active and thriving. Furthermore,
refugees often introduce new cultural elements like different foods, music, or traditions,
making the village a more diverse and interesting place to live. Finally, the act of

welcoming and helping people in need can strengthen the community's sense of

unity and compassion.
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