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Groundhogs __________ (consider) to be pests by some people. However, in the USA a festival  _______ (celebrate) every year on February 2nd, called Groundhog Day. In the past, the start of spring ________ (mark) with a festival of light on that day by pagans. The tradition _______ (adopt) by medieval Christians which relied on the presence of sun on that day. This way the length of winter _______ (determine). The groundhog  ________ (make) a “weather-mammal” in the 1800’s by German settlers in Pennsylvania. It _______ (believe) that if a groundhog emerged from its burrow to see its own shadow, there would be 6 more months of winter.  If now shadow _______ (see), spring would arrive early. The first official Groundhog Day took place in 1887. The festival ________ (preside) over by “the inner circle”, a group who _______ (say) to be fluent in the language of “groundhogese”. The language _______(use) to communicate with Phil, a groundhog who _______ (believe) to be 123 years old! Other places in the US and Canada ________ (inspire) by the success of the festival in Philadelphia. The tradition ________ (also/ celebrate) in a 1993 Hollywood film and the idea of the same events repeating over and over again ________ (introduce). According to meteorologists, the weather ________ (predict) correctly only 40% of the time. Still a dose of humour ________ (add) on an otherwise dreary day.
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