Writing a book review
I. Your teacher has asked you to write a review of a book you have recently read for your school Book Club, describing the book and saying whether you recommend it to other students. Read the review and fill the blanks with phrases from the box.
	   not recommend   /    rather disappointing     /     unrealistic    /    detailed descriptions /  badly written  / tells the story / his appearance /  confusing thriller



“Hiding to Tibet” is a well-known detective fiction short story written by Carol Kay in 2019.
    This book 1. tells the story of a detective who tries to find out who stole a precious diamond necklace from a museum. The detective gets into a lot of trouble and finds himself involved in a terrorist organization. He has to escape, so he changes 2. his appearance and flees to Tibet, where he becomes a Buddhist monk. Is he going to be discovered? And who gets the necklace in the end?
     I would say that this is a 3.   badly written  book. Although there is a lot of action in the book, the plot is 4. unrealistic and difficult to follow. What starts out as a detective story turns into a 5. confusing thriller . What is more, the long 6.  detailed descriptions of places make it rather boring, as they are not really relevant to the plot. Finally, the ending is 7. rather disappointing .
     All in all, this book is not what you would expect based on the publicity it has received. Unfortunately, it is not one of the author’s best efforts. I would definitely 8. not recommend   it to anyone.
II. Answer the following questions
1. What kind of writing does the task ask for?
a- A report  b- a review  c- an essay
2. Who is writing it and who is going to read it?
You, your teacher and members of the Book Club.
3. What specific information does the task want you to include? 
A description and a recommendation.
4. In which paragraph should you mention the book and its author and in which your recommendation? 
In he introduction – in the conclusion.
III. Put the following plan for the review in the correct order.
a- Summarize your opinion and make a recommendation. 4
b- Talk about what you liked or didn’t like about the book 
(writing style, message)                                                  3
c- Give some general information about the book(title,
author)                                                                             1
d- Give a summary of the story (basic characters, plot)      2
IV. Mark the following statements as true or false.
a- The language should be friendly.                               F
b- Start with your name and address.                            F 
c- Mention what you are reviewing in your introduction.T 
d- Give a summary of the plot in the second paragraph but don’t reveal how it ends.                                            T
e- Just give the facts , not your personal opinion in the 3rd 
paragraph.                                                                  F

V. Which of the following expressions would appear in the introduction, which in the main body and which in the conclusion?
         a- The story takes place in/during…                     M 
b- It was published in…                                        I
c- It tells the story of…                                         M
d- I would strongly recommend it to everyone.    C 
e- This book is very informative and interesting.  M
f- This book is badly/well written.                         M
g- The book is full of vivid descriptions.                M
h- It was written by…                                            I
i- The ending is surprising/ disappointing.           M
j- You will find it hard to put down.                      C
VI. Use the words from the box to form collocations.
	detective  /  best-selling  /  main /  adventure  /  vivid  / timeless  /  must-read / interesting  / well


1. vivid descriptions                 6. Adventure story
2. interesting plot                               7. detective story
3. main character                     8. well written            
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]timeless novel                            9must-read book
5. best-selling author

V. Write a short review of “Jonathan Livingston seagull”, describing the book and saying whether you recommend it to other students.
