3RD GRADE ADVANCED ENGLISH ♥ UNIT 6: Keeping traditions and customs alive! ♥ REVISION EXERCISES

NAME: ................................................................................. DATE: .................................. MARK: .................

PART 1: READING COMPREHENSION    
Ex. 1: Read the text and circle true or false for the sentences below.    (5)New Year celebrations
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New year, old celebrations

There have been celebrations to mark the beginning of a new year for thousands of years. Sometimes these were simply an opportunity for people to eat, drink and have fun, but in some places the festivities were connected to the land or astronomical events. For example, in Egypt the beginning of the year coincided with* when the River Nile flooded, and this normally happened when the star Sirius came out. * συμπίπτω


The oldest celebration

The city of Babylon in ancient Mesopotamia was where the first New Year’s celebrations were recorded about 4,000 years ago. The Babylonians held their celebrations on the first new moon. During Akitu there were many rituals* on each of the 11 days that the celebration lasted. Statues of the gods were carried through the streets of the city, and in this way the Babylonians believed that their world had been cleaned to prepare for the new year.  *ιεροτελεστίες


Modern celebrations

In many cities all over the world, spectacular fireworks shows take place when the clock passes midnight on 31 December. In recent years, Sydney in Australia has been the host to one of the first of these celebrations as New Year arrives there before most other international cities. The display takes place in Sydney Harbour. Similarly, fireworks light up the skies in hundreds of cities as 12 midnight strikes around the world.


Traditions that live on

There are a number of strange and interesting New Year’s traditions around the world. In Scotland, New Year’s Eve is called Hogmanay and ‘first footing’ remains a popular custom with people visiting friends’ and neighbours’ houses just after midnight. The first person who visits your house should bring a gift as this will mean good luck. In Spain, it is the custom to eat 12 grapes as the bells sound for midnight on 31 December. One grape is eaten at each sound of the bell and each grape is supposed to bring good luck for each month of the year ahead. 



	1.
	Many years ago, new year celebrations everywhere and always took place at the
	True
	False

	
	time of an astronomical event.
	
	

	2.
	During Akitu in ancient Mesopotamia, a variety of rituals took place.
	True
	False

	3.
	The way Sydney welcomes the new year is very different from other
	True
	False

	
	important cities.
	
	

	4.
	‘First footing’ in Scotland involves people giving presents.
	True
	False

	5.
	In Spain, people eat a number of grapes just after midnight during New Year celebrations.
	True
	False


PART 2: VOCABULARY & GRAMMAR
Ex. 2: Complete each sentence 1-8 with the correct word. Make any necessary changes.      (4)   
       
• pumpkin        • creepy       • treat       • howl       • broom       • custom      • generation      • annual

1. The New Orleans Jazz Festival is a(n) ………………………… event.
2. People use ………          …… for sweeping dirt away from floors.
3. Dracula is a(n) …………………….. character; no wonder so many people are scared by his appearance.
4. Shaking hands when you meet someone is a common ……………………. in Europe.
5. People of my grandmother's ………………………………did not have television.
6. The wolf ………………………. at the moon.
7. In the USA they make lanterns out of big ……………………….. for Halloween.
8. Chocolate is his favourite …………………………. .

3. Match the column A with column B to complete the sentence with the correct phrase   (2,5)

	1. She had some health problems, but that is all ……………………………. .
	a. in the dead of night


	2. From ............................. the Empire State Building, you can see the full extent of Manhattan.

	b. in the past


	3. Cats can see .............................. .

	c. on first the night


	4. They did a charity performance ..............................., to raise money for AIDS research.

	d. in the dark


	5. The fire broke out …………………………………….. .
	e. the top of




4. Write the CORRECT FORM of the words in brackets to complete the sentences using -age, -ment, -ion.     (6)

1. Guy Fawkes had an ……………................................…..…. (ARGUE) with the Royalists about politics.
2. The plotter had to follow the ………...........................………. (INSTRUCT) to blow up the Houses of Parliament.
3. It is with much …………….........................….. (EXCITE) that all the children celebrate Halloween.
4. National ………………....................................… (CELEBRATE) are a very important part of all cultures.
5. The …………....................................….. (MARRY) between Maria and James, took place in St. Paul's Church.
6. He received a …….............................……...……… (PACK) from his pen-friend in Cairo.

5. Which verb below matches each sentence? Put it in the correct tense (Simple Present, Past or Future).  (2,5)
a) fall           b) wear           c) cry              d) not exist           e) not allow
1) Probably Mary's parents ................................ her to go to the bonfire celebration tomorrow.
2) Ghosts  ............................... .
3) Annette ........................... a cloak and hat as a fancy dress at the party last Saturday.
4) The little girl ........................... when she saw the ugly mask.
5) Be careful! You  ........................... if you climb up there.
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