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Αρχαίον πνεύμα αθάνατον, αγνέ πατέρα Του ωραίου, 
του μεγάλου και τ' αληθινού,
Κατέβα, φανερώσου, κι άστραψ' εδώ πέρα 
Στη δόξα της δικής σου γης και τ'ουρανού.

Στο δρόμο και στο πάλεμα και στο λιθάρι,
Στων ευγενών αγώνων λάμψε την ορμή 
Και μετ’ αμάραντο στεφάνωσε κλωνάρι 
Και σιδερένιο πλάσε και άξιο το κορμί.

Κάμποι βουνά και πέλαγα φέγγουν μαζί σου
Σαν ένας λευκοπόρφυρος μέγας ναός
Και τρέχει στον ναό εδώ προσκυνητής σου,
Αρχαίον πνεύμ’ αθάνατον, κάθε λαός.
ΚΩΣΤΗΣ ΠΑΛΑΜΑΣ, 1896


ΜΕΤΑΦΡΑΣΗ:

Ancient Immortal Spirit, chaste Father of all that is Beauty, Grandeur and Truth,
Descending appear with Thy presence Illuminate Thine Earth and the Heavens.
Shine upon noble endeavours wrought at the Games on the Track and in the Field.
Crown with Thy eternal evergreen branch
The bodies, making them stronger and worthy.
Dale, Mount and Ocean with Thy Light
as a white and purple temple, brighten! 
To Thine Temple, to Thy worship,
come all.
Oh! Ancient Eternal.








Now you may read the text.

Voula Patoulidou and Pyrros Dimas are very special Greek people. In August 1992 there was no Greek, young or old, who would not know their names and would not feel proud of them. This is the reason why.
It was the first time Greece had won two gold medals in an Olympiad. The athletes who won the medals were Voula Patoulidou and Pyrros Dimas. Voula was the winner of the women’s 100-metre hurdles. Her gold medal was the first medal for Greece in athletics in 80 years. Pyrros, on the other hand, took the 82.5kg weightlifting event. Both of them said that nothing would stop them from competing in the future, and that they were proud to be Greeks.
Greek people gave the two Olympic gold medallists a heroes’ welcome after their return from Barcelona. Streets were lined with crowds of cheering spectators who were waving Greek flags and holding olive branches, as Voula and Pyrros went to the Panathenean Stadium. Each of them was crowned with a laurel wreath. A navy band played the national anthem, while eleven cannon shots were fired. The Greek Prime Minister congratulated the gold medallists too.
In the Olympic Games in ancient Olympia, winners did not receive any medals. They were only crowned with wreaths. Voula Patoulidou and Pyrros Dimas did not receive a gold medal only; the Onassis Foundation gave $50,000 to each of them.
The first Olympic Games began in ancient Olympia in 776BC, while the first modern Olympics began in Athens in 1896.


Task 1
The information below got mixed up. Can you put it right? Match the boxes as in the example. Read the text again to check your answers.
 [image: ]

[bookmark: _GoBack] 
image1.png
In August 1992 all Greeks, young
and old

. stop them from competing in the

future.

After their return from Barcelona,
Greek people

. Olympic Games began in ancient

Olympia in 776 BC.

In the Olympic Games in ancient
Olympia winners did not receive

. while eleven cannon shots were

fired.

Streets were lined with cheering

-crowds who were waving

. first medal for Greece in athletics in

80 years.

A navy band played the Greek
national anthem

. gave the two gold medallists a

heroes’ welcome.

Voula’s gold medal of the women’s
100-metre hurdles was the

. knew the names of Pyrros and

Voula and felt proud of them.

Both Voula Patoulidou and Pyrros
Dimas said that nothing would

. Greek flags and holding olive

branches to welcome the medallists.

f=n] I | I N | B o] I | I =~

The first modern Olympics began in
Athens in 1896, while the first

. any medals. They were only

crowned with wreaths.





